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RECOMVENDATI ON FOR DI SPOSI TI ON

APPEARANCES Appearing on behalf of Applicant was M. Bradley E.
Huff, Attorney for Applicant.

SYNOPSIS The hearing in this mtter was held at 101 West Jefferson
Street, Springfield, Illinois, on April 5, 1995, to determ ne whether or
not Adams County parcel No. 23-3-1833-000 and the building thereon,
qualified for exenption during the 1994 assessnent year.

Is Applicant a religious organization? Did Applicant own the parce
here in issue during all of the 1994 assessnent year? Did Applicant use al
of the parcel here in issue and the building thereon, for religious or
school purposes during the 1994 assessnent year? Fol |l owi ng the subm ssion
of all of the wevidence and a review of the record, it is determ ned that
Applicant is a religious organization. It is also determ ned that
Applicant owned the parcel here in issue and the building thereon, during
all of the 1994 assessnent year. In addition, it is determned that
Applicant used all of the parcel here in issue and the building thereon,

for religious or school purposes during the entire 1994 assessnent year.



FI NDI NGS OF FACT The Departnment's position in this matter, nanely
that the parcel here in issue and the building thereon, did not qualify for
exenption during 1994, was established by the admi ssion in evidence of
Departnent's Exhibits 1 through 6B.

On June 6, 1994, the Adans County Board of Review forwarded an
Application for Property Tax Exenption To Board of Review, concerning this
parcel for the 1994 assessnent year, to the Illinois Departnment of Revenue
(Department's Exhibit 2). On Decenber 15, 1994, the Departnent advised

Applicant that it was denying the exenption of the parcel here in issue and

the building thereon, for 1994 (Department's Exhibit 3). On January 5,
1995, Rev. Venvertl oh requested a fornal hearing in this matter
(Department's Exhibit 4). The hearing held in this matter on April 5,

1995, was held pursuant to that request.

| take Administrative Notice of the fact that the Departnent of
Revenue in Docket numbers 82-84-13 and 85-42-8, anpong others, determ ned
that Applicant is a religious organization.

Applicant acquired the parcel here in issue by a warranty deed, dated
Decenber 1, 1993. Thi s parcel is located directly west of, and across
Seventh Street, from St. Mary's Church. St. Mary's Grade School is |ocated
next to, and directly north of, the church. This parcel is inproved with a
two-story brick structure with basenent, and an attached frane one-car
garage |l ocated behind the brick structure. Behind the garage is a yard
ar ea.

At the beginning of 1994, the vol unteer maintenance teamof St. Mary's
Church repaired the garage door and the wi ndows in the garage, as well as
several exterior doors to nmnmke the building secure. Since that tinme, the
vol unt eer mai nt enance team has used the garage as a work and storage area.
Itenms stored in the garage included nmintenance tools, such as saws and

| adders and surplus school equipnment such as desks and tables. The



basenment of the two-story brick structure contained the furnace and ot her
bui | di ng service equipnent. The first and second floor of the brick
structure were also used for storage during 1994. The itenms stored on the
first and second floor of the brick structure consisted of church
furniture, including altar sections, benches, and kneelers, as well as
seasonal decorations, which belonged to the church.

The yard area |located behind the building on this parcel was used for
the parish ice cream social during August 1994. Beginning in the fall of
1994, this back yard area was al so used by the students of the parish grade
school for exercise and play, five days a week.

1. Based on the foregoing, | find that Applicant is a religious
or gani zat i on.

2. I find that Applicant owned the parcel here in issue and the
bui l di ng thereon, during all of the 1994 assessnent year.

3. Finally, I find that St. Mary's Church used the parcel here in
i ssue and the building thereon, for religious, church, and school purposes,
during all of the 1994 assessnent year.

CONCLUSI ONS OF LAW Article I X, Section 6, of t he Illinois
Constitution of 1970, provides in part as foll ows:

"The General Assenbly by I|aw my exenpt fromtaxation only the

property of the State, wunits of [|ocal government and schoo

districts and property used exclusively for agricultural and
horticultural societies, and for school, religious, cenetery and
charitabl e purposes.”

35 ILCS 200/ 15-40 exenpts certain property fromtaxation in part as
foll ows:

"All property wused exclusively for religious purposes or used

exclusively for school and religious purposes,...and not |eased

or otherwise used with a viewto profit, is exenpt,...."

Based on the foregoing, | conclude that Applicant, a religious

organi zation, owned the parcel here in issue during the 1994 assessnent

year, and that St. Mary's used this parcel and the building thereon, for



religious, church, and school purposes, during all of said assessnment year.
| therefore recommend that Adans County parcel No. 23-3-1833-000 and
the inprovenents thereon, be exenpt from real estate tax for the entire

1994 assessnent year.

Respectful ly Submtted,

George H. Naf zi ger
Adm ni strative Law Judge

April , 1995



